


Nominees for Council of Elders

The following Centennial members have been nominated to serve on the Council of Elders: 

If approved at the January 13 congregational annual meeting, these members will join continuing 
Council members Adam 
Wilson, Karl Lauffer, Jeff Sahr, 
as well as Council Officers: 
Dave Read, Treasurer; and 
Lynne Morrow, Financial 
Secretary.

Update on Nikki Muyskens

Nikki from our congregation has been serving this year as an English Teaching Assistant (ETA) at 
Woncheon Elementary School, in the town of Hwacheon, South Korea.  Here are a few pictures of her 
latest experiences there:
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Me (left) going paddleboat-
ing with other ETAsAll-church lunch after 

service on the last Sunday of 
each month. Church mem-

bers are very welcoming and 
kind to me!

Celebrating Korean Thanks-
giving (Chuseok) with my 

host family, praying, singing 
a favorite hymn and eating 

a special snack after tending 
their grandfather’s gravesite.

Me with some students dur-
ing a cooking contest

CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING will be Wednesday, January 
13. Join us for a 6:15 p.m. meal, and 7 p.m. prayer, dialogue, and 
decisions on: 1)  revised constitution/bylaws; 2) election of Council 
and officers (nominees listed above); and 3) 2010 Budget.

ANGEL TREE IS WRAPPING UP!
 Nearly 150 angels were taken on Sunday, November 22nd!  Angel Tree gifts are 

due on Sunday, December 6th.  You may bring gifts anytime on or before the 6th.  If 
you are willing to deliver gifts to a family, please contact Lela Kathka at 303-794-

1721 or at lekathka@aol.com.



Watch Out for the Christmas Creep!   By Rebecca Sahr
…they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him.  Then they 

opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.
Matthew 2:11
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Does the birth of Jesus fill your home with joy? Or 
has Christmas creep spending left you with a far 
different feeling - perhaps one of depression, fear 
or frustration? If you plan your Christmas budget 
accordingly, you can enjoy your holiday season 
and come out debt free in January. You can enjoy 
the true reason for the season, the birth of Jesus 
Christ. How? Create a Christmas spreadsheet with 
the following information and live within it.

Start Making Your List  One easy way to do this 
is to develop a list of people for whom you plan to 
purchase gifts. When you buy for your brother and 
his wife, do you also purchase gifts for their kids? 
Include every family member and friend you buy 
for so you know how many people you really will 
be spending money on. I even have a line item for 
the dog – she does cost money!

Keep Checking It Twice  Don’t’ forget to list all 
those other gifts that creep up during the holidays. 
Remember the Staff Love Offering at church. Also, 
do you give gifts to the mail carrier, the paper guy 
or others like that? Then add them to your list. And 
don’t forget those teacher gifts.

There’s also another category of Christmas holiday 
expenses that can add up. Budget for stocking 
stuffers, Christmas cards (including stamps), co-
worker gifts and special dinners out.

Naughty?  Make sure you assign 
the dollar amount you plan to 
spend on every line of your 
Christmas list. Once you have 
assigned a dollar amount to each 
person, add it all up. Do you 
have the funds available? It is 
important to have a Christmas 
stash available to pay for the 
holiday expenses. If you don’t 
have the money in saving, then look at ways you 
can cut in other budget categories to pay cash. 
Perhaps you need to consider selling items to bring 
in money.

If you can’t find enough cash then go back through 
the list and start cutting how much you can spend 
on each person. An inexpensive or home made gift 
can go a long way to express a Merry Christmas. 
The important thing is to stay within a financial 
plan you can pay for.

Nice! If you’ve lived within your budget and 
stayed true to your list, you’ll have peace about 
how you’ve come through Christmas debt free. 
You can be victorious over the Christmas creep of 
holiday spending.

Stewardship questions? Call Ron Mol or Rebecca 
Sahr.
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“What Is God Doing in the 
Workplace?” Discussion
Saturday, December 5, 8:30 - 11 am 

Might God be calling us to awaken, equip, 
mobilize and unleash believers to identify and 
use the skill set he has given to transform lives, 
workplaces, cities and nations for his glory? Join 
the discussion and prayer to begin to discern 
God’s guidance on this issue. RSVP to Ted Vail 
303.483.0409.
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